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Established by the Selectmen in 2007, the Green Energy Committee (GEC) serves as the Town’s primary resource to identify and promote ways to reduce Lincoln’s greenhouse gas emissions. In addition to our committee members, there is a deep bench of GEC contributors supporting municipal and town-wide efforts. Jennifer Glass is the BOS Liaison to the GEC. 
Lincoln GHG Emissions

A foundation for the GEC’s efforts is the Lincoln Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Report completed in 2019. That study found that annual Lincoln GHG emissions totaled 61,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalents (CO2e), consisting of:

· 34% from vehicles

· 20% from combustion of “natural gas” (methane for home heating, etc.)

· 18% from generation of electricity

· 11% from air travel

· 7% from combustion of oil (home heating)

· 5% from gas leaks

· 5% other (rail, propane, wastewater, etc.)

We use this information to guide us in seeking ways to reduce Lincoln GHG emissions, with the goal of reaching “net zero” emissions.
Electricity Supply

One of the biggest projects the GEC tackled in 2020 was structuring the Lincoln Green Energy Choice Program, which has subsequently been rolled out in early 2021. Town Meeting in 2018 voted in favor of Lincoln moving forward with the state-authorized process to purchase electricity in bulk and move Eversource customers over to the new plan. We had to wait until the state approved our application, and then in late 2020 were able to design the specifics of the Lincoln plan, which was previewed at the SOTT meeting in November and subsequently approved by the BOS. 
The plan seeks to reduce Lincoln’s GHG emissions, while recognizing that people have different degrees of price-sensitivity and that the state regime allows anyone to opt out at any time. Therefore the “default” option, known as “Lincoln Standard Green”, was designed to add as much clean renewable energy as possible while keeping the cost close to what Eversource currently charges.  Under this option, 45% of a customer’s electricity is attributed to clean renewable energy produced in our region, compared to the mere 18% that state law currently requires Eversource to provide. This is accomplished by buying “Class 1 Renewable Energy Credits” (RECs), which drives the construction of additional wind, solar, and other renewable energy production facilities.
Lincoln residents can choose the “Lincoln 100% Green” option if they want all their electricity usage tied to clean renewable energy. For the median energy-using household in Lincoln, the additional cost is only about $17 per month. Shifting to renewably generated electricity is critical as a foundation to eventually make our homes and electric vehicles in Lincoln carbon neutral. The GEC urges everyone who can to thus “opt up”. To do so, just find your Eversource bill and go to LincolnGreenEnergyChoice.com or call customer support at 1-844-651-8919.  About 5% of homes have done so already; we hope to get that to 25% by the time of Town Meeting in May!
Electric Vehicles

The pandemic caused the GEC to postpone several events planned in 2020 where Lincoln residents could test-drive electric vehicles (EVs), but we continued to promote EVs on Lincoln talk using information from the Green Energy Consumers Alliance. The GEC expects to resume test-drive events as progress on the pandemic allows.
Residential Energy

Similarly, the pandemic caused home energy assessments to be put on hold for the spring. However, we subsequently promoted “virtual” home energy assessments with HomeWorks Energy through a town-wide mailing and articles in Lincoln Talk and the Squirrel, to help residents explore energy efficient heating, cooling, solar, and water heater programs. By summer, MassSave had improved its energy efficiency program for condominium complexes, so we reached out to Lincoln’s eight complexes to help owners sign up for energy assessments. Check out our updated website at www.LincolnGreenEnergy.org for more information.
South Lincoln Planning Advisory Committee

As planning for South Lincoln reorganized in the summer under SLPAC, GEC become a regular participant in that process. 
School Building

Also in 2020, GEC members continued to work with the School Building Committee (SBC) and School Administration on a high efficiency school building envelope powered completely by onsite photovoltaic (PV - Solar) arrays through a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA), in order to achieve a Net Zero campus.  Lincoln is tracking successfully to achieve these goals.

